Golden Grove Gazette

Vision Statement:
We see a Jesus-orientated church having a passion for the Gospel and
compassion for the world expressed through dynamic worship, love in action,
the empowering of the servant leaders and the growing of disciples.

Keeping in touch with the G.G.U.C. family

http://goldengroveuniting.org.au

Sunday, 9th December, 2018
Reverend Jonathan Button can be contacted on
0467 683 333 or j.button@bigpond.com

Second Sunday in Advent

Preacher: Jonathan

Theme: Prepare to meet your Maker!

Scripture Reading: Philippians 1: 3-11 and Luke 3: 1-6
I am available in the event of emergencies at any time, but other than that would appreciate
not receiving calls on Wednesdays, where possible, as this is my day off.

Church Telephone Number:

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musician:
Stewards:
Managers:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

8251 4298

This Week’s Roster

Next Week’s Roster

9th December, 2018

16th December, 2018

Jonathan
Jonathan
Jonathan
Tina
Richardt
Sylvia
Barbara
Graham & Max
Max & Jim
Sarah B.
Eileen
Michelle, Ray, Peter & Yvonne
Jim
James
**********

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musicians:
Stewards:
Managers:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

Joan
Kathryn
James
Trevor
Richardt
Chris H.
Brunetta & the Boys
John & Max
Max & Jim
Christmas Break-Up
Christmas Break-Up
Glenda & Ted
Jim
Kay
Äsa, Lucinda, Jane & Roger

Volunteers for Day of Prayer
As we all know, on the second Thursday of each month
we hold a Day of Prayer in the sanctuary. We are
desperate for more volunteers to devote an hour each
month to sitting in the sanctuary for prayer. Would
you please see Ray if you are able to assist? You will
be an answer to a prayer. May God continue to bless all
volunteers.

Mission Statement: To draw people
to our Lord Jesus Christ
and nurture them through our church

Get Ready To Meet Your Maker!
How on earth do we do that?!....
It’s Advent. As we were alerted to last Sunday. Jesus Christ came – born as a baby 2000 yrs ago;
we’ll be celebrating that on December 25th. He is also coming again, visible to all the world and
every human being, to wind-up history, judge the living and the dead, and to usher in a new eternal
age. But He also comes right now – into our world and our lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit. So,
how do we get ready to meet Him?
Frankly, the thought of being face-to-face with my Maker thoroughly un-makes me! I could never be
sure that my behaviour is good enough, my intentions pure enough, nor my faith strong enough.
Someone has truly said, every single human being is needy, sinful and worried! The Bible says the
same thing (Is 53:6; Ro3:23). There is only one thing that could make me confident to be ready to
meet my Maker: if the Maker Himself jumped into my shoes, and lived and died for me, to fill, pay
for and overcome all of my need, sin and worry, so that by trusting in Him, I am fully forgiven,
justified and accepted by Him.
This is exactly what has happened by Jesus Christ being born into our world, and living, dying and
rising to eternal life for us! This makes meeting Him like meeting our very best friend in the world!
We’ll also find that when we trust Jesus in this way, it will radically improve our intentions and
behaviour.
Get ready to meet our Maker?... Man, we’ll be busting to!

Grace and cheers, Jonathan

Roster: First Quarter: 2019

Christmas Blessings from Heather Bastian

The compiling of the first roster for next year can be a trauma for its
compilers, if they do not know when congregants are taking a well
earned holiday break. Therefore, could you please let Cath or Jim
know by Sunday, 9th December, if you are not going to be available
at any particular times during January, February or March? Thanks
very much.

Heather has sent us a lovely card with a beautiful message. Please read the card
at your convenience. It is pinned up on the notice board in the hall.

Some Reminders
•

Jo makes sure that we have a constant supply of various sizes of batteries.
However, she cannot be held responsible if the battery you need is not there in the
cupboard. That is why it is important to let Jo know when you have used any
batteries, so that she is able to replace them in good time. Thank you.

•

The white recycling bin in the kitchen is for recycling, obviously. However, if you
have cans and bottles that can be used to swell the church coffers, just leave them
(rinsed) next to the bin. It would be appreciated if group leaders could empty the
bin, after an activity, into the yellow bin outside, rather than leave the white one
overflowing. Thank you very much.

Volunteers for the Cleaning Roster

Are you handy with a mop and bucket, a feather duster or a vacuum
cleaner, and do you enjoy the fellowship of working in a team of four?
Then we have just the job for you, cleaning our beloved church four or
five times per year.

Would you please see Cath, if you are able to

assist? Thanks very much.

Today’s Hymns and Songs

NOTICE TO ALL CONVENERS
As the Annual General Meeting is being held on Sunday,
24th February, 2019, after Worship, could I please have
all Conveners’ reports no later than Sunday, 3rd
February, by e-mail to:
catherine.mckechnie@bigpond.com .

Light one candle for hope

•
•

These are the days of Elijah

ITEM OF INTEREST?
This is the five hundredth newsletter
compiled by the current editor.

(Songs of Fellowship 1047)

•

Lo, He comes with clouds descending

•

Dear Lord and Father of mankind
•

Thanks in advance, Cath.

(Together In Song 286)

•

(Australian Hymn Book 519)

I am not proof against your love
Shalom to you now

(Aust. Hymn Book 201)

(NCHB 166)

(Together in Song 778)

Dates for our December Diaries

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Second Sunday in Advent (PEACE): Sunday, 9th December
Church Picnic: Sunday, 9th December: 12.30 pm
Twilight Carols: Sunday, 9th December (SEE POSTER)
Elders and Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, 11th December: 7.00 pm
Day of Prayer: Thursday, 13th December: 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Last Day of Term Four: Friday, 14th December
Third Sunday in Advent (JOY): Sunday, 16th December
Carols Service: Wednesday, 19th December: 7.00 pm (Shared Supper)
Southern Summer Solstice: Saturday, 22nd December: 8.53 am
Fourth Sunday in Advent (LOVE): Sunday, 23rd December
Christmas Eve Service: Monday, 24th December: 6.00 pm ( Café)
Christmas Day Service: Tuesday, 25th December: 9.00 am
Wednesday, 26th December: Public Holiday
Friday, 28th December: Proclamation Day
Monday, 31st December: New Year’s Eve

Dates for our 2019 Diaries
•
•
•

Jonathan’s Annual Leave: from 26th December, 2018 to 27th January,
2019
Presbytery and Synod Meeting: Saturday, 5th January, 2019
Annual General Meeting: Sunday, 24th February, 2019: after Worship

Carols Service: Wednesday, 19th December: 7.00 pm
It is our custom at Golden Grove that, after the Carols Service, we have a
shared supper. Therefore, once again we ask if you could please bring a
plate of food to share on the night.
Thanks and blessings, Cath.

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Once again, with your help, we will be collecting food to make up Christmas
food hampers for the two schools we support through the Pastoral Care
Workers. They are Danielle McAllister from Banksia Park Primary School
and Louise Finch from Greenwith Primary School.
Estia Nursing Home has already started collecting food for us in order to
assist with this outreach programme.
Over the next few weeks, bins will be situated on
the back tables in the hall for you to leave any
donations for this special cause to feed families
over Christmas. Or, you could even donate a small
children’s gift to put a smile on a family’s faces over
Christmas.
The last day for donations will be Sunday, 9th December.
Thank you for your wonderful support and generosity over the past
several years.

Activities Leaders to Contact
Kidz Club: James Ross-Naylor and Katherine McDonald
KYB (Know Your Bible): Joan Checkley
mainly music: Sandy Walker
Men’s Bible Study: Jonathan Button
Mission and Wider Work: Coral Larcombe
Music Worship Service: Mark Ross-Naylor
Philippines: Gordon Cooksey
Schools Ministry: John Wheatcroft
12UP: Sarah Baeker
Women’s Fellowship: Eileen Stapleton
Working Bees: Max Reed
Youth Alpha: Lucinda and Richardt Wilkinson
Pastoral Care Worker Coordinators
Banksia Park Primary School:
Greenwith Primary School:

Barbara Collins

THE POWER OF PRAYER

PRAYERS AT SUNDAY WORSHIP

On Sunday mornings, before Worship, if you require and need some quiet time for
prayer, you can meet in the meeting room in the hall from 9.00 am to 10.00am.
After Worship, if you would like prayers, there will be people sitting at the front of
the Church who would be more than happy to pray with you for either yourself or
for loved ones. If you need healing, or if there is any other issue for which you
may need prayer, there will be someone available to share with, and pray for,
you.
However, if you feel that you want some time to yourself, please just sit in the
pew without rushing into the hall for a time of fellowship.

Chris Holroyd

THE PRAYER CHAIN
What’s on at Golden Grove Uniting Church?
Please contact Sarah Cooksey, if you wish to have someone’s

Sunday – 10.00 am
Sunday – 6.00 pm
Monday – 10.00 am
Monday – 2.00 pm
Tuesday - 9.00 am
Tuesday -10.30 am
Tuesday – 1.30 pm
Thursday - 8.00 am
Thursday -10.00 am
Thursday – 1.00 pm
Thursday - 6.45 pm
Friday – 9.30 am
Saturday – 8.00 am
Saturday – 6.30 pm
Saturday – 7.00 pm

Worship and Children’s Programme
Sunday Night Music Worship Service
KYB – Know Your Bible Women’s Bible Study
Worship at Estia Aged Care (monthly)
Men’s Fellowship at Soul Café
Men’s Bible Study
Craft Group
Day of Prayer (second Thursday of each month)
Men’s Bible Study
Women’s Fellowship (monthly)
Men’s Bible Study
mainly music (for 0-5 years old)
Working Bee (monthly)
Kidz Club (first Saturday of each month)
12UP (third Saturday of each month)

Mission and Wider Work - Fundraising for Mission,
in Australia and overseas (as advised)

name placed on the prayer chain. If Sarah is not available,
please contact Andrew MacTier.

MONTHLY PRAYER

There is also a day of prayer,
held on the second Thursday of
every month,
in the sanctuary,
from 8.00 am to 6.00 pm.

Church Council Election
25th November, 2018
The following members have been elected to Church Council:
ELDERS: Jane Bean, Roger Bean, Ray Holroyd, Andrew
MacTier and Cath McKechnie.
COUNCILLORS: Tim Checkley, Coral Larcombe and Neil
Larcombe.
The tenure for these elected members is for two years and will
commence on 1st January, 2019.

Philippines Sponsorship
A reminder that this quarter ’ s donations are now due.
It would be really appreciated if you were able to attend to this as soon as possible, so
that we can finalise everything before Christmas.
If you ’ re not a sponsor, you can still participate by using the ‘ Philippines jars ’ on
the tea and coffee table.
Thank you, Gordon Cooksey.
Craft Group Update
We would like to thank the Craft Group for its considerable contribution to the
Christmas Tree Festival’s stalls. In addition to keeping the Pink Pig well fed, the group
also raised $321.00 from its weekly donations. This money has been given to the church
to pay for the much needed new altar cloth, with any money left over going directly to the
church. In 2019 the group will meet on the first and third Tuesday of each month,
beginning in February. This change is a result of Janet’s semi-retirement and a
perceived decline in interest in attending each week.

John Wheatcroft
Council Chairperson

