Golden Grove Gazette

Vision Statement:
We see a Jesus-orientated church having a passion for the Gospel and
compassion for the world expressed through dynamic worship, love in action,
the empowering of the servant leaders and the growing of disciples.

Keeping in touch with the G.G.U.C. family

http://goldengroveuniting.org.au

Sunday, 23rd December, 2018
Reverend Jonathan Button can be contacted on
0467 683 333 or j.button@bigpond.com

Fourth Sunday in Advent

Preacher: David d’Lima

Theme: The Birth of Jesus
Scripture Reading: Luke 2: 1-21

I am available in the event of emergencies at any time, but other than that would appreciate
not receiving calls on Wednesdays, where possible, as this is my day off.

Church Telephone Number:

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musician:
Stewards:
Managers:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

8251 4298

This Week’s Roster

Next Week’s Roster

23rd December, 2018

30th December, 2018

David d’Lima
Cath
Jonathan
Chris DeB.
Richardt
Coral
Brunetta
Max & Ray
Max & Jim
Vacation
Vacation
Katherine & Sarah B.
Jim
Kay
**********

Preacher:
Leader (am):
Leader (pm):
Welcome:
Duty Elder:
Reader:
Musician:
Stewards:
Managers:
Crèche:
Kidz Connect:
Morning Tea:
Audio:
Visual:
Cleaning:

James
James
James
Coral
Cath
Janet
Barbara
John & Max
Max & Jim
Vacation
Vacation
Eileen, Joy & Tina
Jim
Kay
Coral, Neil, Jill, Lynne &
Katherine

Christmas Hampers
Twenty Christmas hampers were delivered to Banksia Park Primary
School and Greenwith Primary School.
Thank you so very much indeed to Estia nursing home and our generous
and giving congregation for a vibrant and living manifestation of the
Christmas spirit in full blossom.
May God bless you all.

Mission Statement: To draw people
to our Lord Jesus Christ
and nurture them through our church
GRACE AND JOY AT CHRISTMAS
Last weekend we put up our Christmas tree for the first time in about five years.
With Christmas busyness or moving house, we just hadn’t got around to it; it all
just seemed a bit hard.
Our tree this year has brought us a lot of joy in these last few days already,
despite the fact that Kathryn wrecked our TV aerial in the decorating process! Our
beautiful tree is tall and green, with a gold theme, and white Christmas lights
making it, we think, worthy of recognising a royal birth! It’s a wonderful, sparkling
reminder of the fact that the Christmas season is well and truly here, ready or not!
History tells us that the Christmas tree is a relatively recent tradition in the
Western world. It’s a tradition that began in Germany, possibly with Martin
Luther, with its popularity spreading rapidly once Queen Victoria and Prince
Albert adopted the tradition in the 1840s. For many it contains rich Christian
symbolism. The green of the tree points to the eternal life we have in Christ while
the triangular, pointed shape suggests the Holy Trinity, and directs us to heaven,
where all good gifts come from. The Christmas lights point to the Light that has
come into the world, Jesus Himself, while the star at the top reminds us of the star
that marked the place where Jesus was in Bethlehem for the wise men from the
East. The wood of the tree itself echoes the instrument of Christ’s crucifixion,
which has won our salvation.
(over the page)

(from the previous page)
At the time of writing our tree has no presents under it. We are about to
commence our Christmas shopping! Eek!
Our wish for you this Christmas, our dear friends, is that you would not only
recognise the royal birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, but that you worship Him in
thanks for the grace and hope that He offers each one of us.
Have a fabulous Christmas!
Kathryn & Jonathan

(O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
Wie treu sind deine Blätter.)

Recycling
Thank you very much to our congregants and their families
and friends for the enormous contribution that they have
made to the recycling part of the budget this year. Last
Tuesday Max, the two Johns (H. and W.) and Jim counted,
sorted, bagged and delivered 1,029 cans, bottles (glass and
plastic), coffee containers (cardboard and plastic) and even
Yaklut (?) containers. This meant that $102.90 had been
raised for our church coffers. For God had said, “Let the
South Australian government introduce the ten cents system
because the Golden Grove Uniting Church will be in
desperate financial need.” Long live recycling!!

“What dreadful hot weather we have!
It keeps one in a continual state of inelegance.”
Jane Austen (1775-1817) (in a letter of 18th September, 1796)

NOTICE TO ALL CONVENERS
As the Annual General Meeting is being held on Sunday,
24th February, 2019, after Worship, could I please have
all Conveners’ reports no later than Sunday, 3rd
February, by e-mail to:
catherine.mckechnie@bigpond.com .
Thanks in advance, Cath.

A homeless shepherd finds comfort in the lap of the Baby Jesus

Dates for our December, January and February Diaries

Christmas Greetings
May you all have a joyous Christmas
and a blessed and happy New Year.
Vivienne and Eddie

May your Christmas be filled
with moments of love,
laughter and goodwill,
and may the year ahead
be full of good health,
contentment and joy.
Happy Christmas,
Lesley and Barrie

To my dear
Church Family,

(donation to
Guide Dogs SA/NT
in lieu of sending cards)
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Fourth Sunday in Advent (LOVE): Sunday, 23rd December
Christmas Eve Service: Monday, 24th December: 6.00 pm ( Café)
Christmas Day Service: Tuesday, 25th December: 9.00 am
Jonathan’s Annual Leave: from 26th December to 27th January
Wednesday, 26th December: Public Holiday
Friday, 28th December: Proclamation Day
Monday, 31st December: New Year’s Eve
Working Bee: Saturday, 5th January: 8.00 am
Presbytery and Synod Meeting: Saturday, 5th January, 2019
Estia Worship Service: Monday, 7th January: 2.00 pm
Due Date for Conveners’ Reports: Sunday, 3rd February
Annual General Meeting: Sunday, 24th February, 2019: after Worship

Praying that the blessings
of the Christmas season

Today’s Hymns and Songs
will be with you all now

We have come into His house

(Praise and Worship 67)

and throughout the New Year.
Lila

To all

Light one candle for hope

(Together In Song 286)

O little town of Bethlehem

(Together in Song 316)

Once in Royal David’s city

(Together in Song 312)

Good Christians all, rejoice

(Together in Song 313)

my Church Family,
May you all be
blessed with
hope, peace, joy
and love at
Christmas and
in the New Year.

May God bless you
O come, O come, Emmanuel

(Together in Song 265)

with His love and peace
We are one in the bond of love
at Christmas.

Kathleen S.

Pat H.

(Praise and Worship 23)

Christmas Greetings

Barbara and John thank you all for the support and prayers
you have given during the past year.
We wish you all Glad Tidings at this Christmas Time and
Good Health for 2019.

Philippines Sponsorship
A reminder that this quarter ’ s donations are now due.
It would be really appreciated if you were able to attend to this as soon as possible, so
that we can finalise everything before Christmas.
If you ’ re not a sponsor, you can still participate by using the ‘ Philippines jars ’ on
the tea and coffee table.
Thank you, Gordon Cooksey.

I’M SPENDING CHRISTMAS WITH JESUS THIS YEAR!

I see the countless Christmas trees around the world below,
With tiny lights, like Heaven’s stars reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular. Please wipe away that tear,
For I am spending Christmas with Jesus this year.

I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,
But the sounds of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir up
here.
I have no words to tell you the joy its voices bring,
For it is beyond description to hear the angels sing.

I know how much you miss me. I see the pain inside your heart.
But I am not so far away; we really aren’t apart.
I cannot tell you of the splendour or the peace inside this place.
Can you imagine Christmas with our Saviour, face to face?

I will ask Him to light your spirit as I tell him of your love.
So then pray for one another as you lift your eyes above.
So be happy for me, dear ones; you know I hold you dear,
And be glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

A Note about the Poem on the Opposite Page
This poem was submitted by a grieving friend, whose wife died during the year,
after a protracted and painful illness.

I sent you each a special gift from my Heavenly home above.
I sent you each a memory of my undying love.
After all, love is a gift more precious than pure gold.
It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.
Please love and keep each other, as my Father said to do,
For I can’t count the blessings or love He has for each of you.
So, have a merry Christmas, and wipe away those tears.
Remember, I am spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

